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Who is
Saint
Oliver
Plunkett?

DATE OF BIRTH: 
1st of November 1625

WHERE was he BORN?
Loughcrew,Oldcastle, 

Co. Meath

THE pATRON sAINT of Peace and
Reconciliation.

Also, the patron saint of
drogheda.

Feast Day: 
1st of July 



Oliver Plunkett had always wished to 
become a priest.

along with four others HE was
chosen to attend the Irish college in

ROME!

DURING THIS TIME WAS THE ULSTER RISING,
SO LEAVING IRELAND WASN’T EASY. 

after weeks of delays, they FINALLY
SAILED FROM WATERFORD. 

the journey was very dangerous as
at the time young men were forbidden
to travel abroad to attend college

to become a PRIEST. 

  

St. oLIVER’S 
journey 



wHILE AT SEA, THEY WERE SPOTTED BY TWO
ENGLISH WARSHIPS, IF CAUGHT THEY WOULD BE

IMPRISONED.

they PRAYED AND PROMISED TO undergo a
pilgrimage to Assisi in return for a 

Safe ARRIVAL!

After three months they had 
arrived safely.

oLIVER MADE AN OATH TO RETURN TO IRELAND
AS SOON AS HE WAS ORDAINED.

Oliver was ordained on the 1st of
January 1654!



Due to danger returning to ireland
they were allowed to stay in rome until

it was safe to return home. 

St. Oliver went on to study law in 
Sapienza University.

During his time in university he worked
as a chaplain in Santo Spirito

 hospital.

he was known to have dedicated the
majority of his time visiting the poor
and assist with helping people who 

were ill.

After Cromwell’s death, it became
safer to return to ireland. 



St. Oliver was chosen to be the Archbishop
of Armagh as Pope Clement IX decided he 

was the perfect person 
for the role!

St. Oliver got permission to set up a
school in drogheda. This school was just

for boys and priests in ireland.

ST. OLIVER TRAVELLED ON HORSE BACK FROM
MASS ROCK TO MASS ROCK ACROSS THE

ARMAGH PROVINCE, WHERE HE CONFIRMED 
TENS OF THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN 

AND ADULTS.

MANY PLACES HAD NOT SEEN A BISHOP IN A
GENERATION - HE WROTE THAT BEARDED

MEN OF SIXTY WERE COMING TO HIM TO RECEIVE
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION.



ST. OLIVER ALSO WROTE THAT THE OLD AND
INFIRM WOULD BE CARRIED BY THE STRONG

AND THE HEALTHY TO 
MASS ROCKS.

HE ORDAINED SEVERAL HUNDRED PRIESTS -
GOOD MEN WHO HELPED THE PEOPLE KEEP THE

FAITH DURING THE STRICT PENAL LAWS.

HE BROUGHT PEACE TO EACH DIOCESE THAT HE
VISITED.

 ST. OLIVER WAS FALSELY ACCUSED OF
PLOTTING A REBELLION IN IRELAND AND 

HE BRAVELY REFUSED TO ESCAPE BY 
GOING INTO EXILE - INSISTING THAT HE SHOULD

STAY  WITH HIS PEOPLE.

HE WAS EVENTUALLY CAUGHT AND BROUGHT
TO TRIAL IN LONDON, WHERE HE WAS

EXECUTED IN 1681.

BEFORE HIS DEATH ST. OLIVER FORGAVE ALL,
INCLUDING THOSE WHO HAD TOLD

 LIES ABOUT HIM.



 VISITORS COME TO PRAY FOR
PEACE AND RECONCILIATION

throughout 
the world

The National Shrine to St. Oliver
is located in St. Peter’s Church. 

Drogheda, IS known  as the ‘City of the
Churches’ AS IT was the largest 
and most important centre of 

St. Oliver’s Archdiocese of Armagh.

dROGHEDA
co.lOUTH

HERE YOU CAN VISIT the Relic
of the Head of St Oliver

Plunkett.

MANY ADMIRE HIS
 loyalty in 

faith.



 Glorious Martyr, Oliver, who willingly 
gave your life for your faith,

 help us also to be strong in faith. 

May we be loyal like you to the See of Peter.
 

By your intercession and example may all
hatred and bitterness be banished from the

hearts of men and women. 

May the peace of Christ reign in our hearts, 
as it did in your heart, even at the moment 

of your death. 

Pray for us,for Ireland and  
the whole world. 

amen. 

Prayer to 
St. Oliver
Plunkett



Come glorious martyr, rise Into the
golden skies, Beyond the sun! Wide,
wide the portals fling And martyr
hosts, O sing To greet his entering

“Well hast thou done”. 

Never reproach he made, Like to his
Lord betrayed By his own kind. Sharing
his Master’s blame, Gladly he bore the

shame, While the false charge they
frame, “Guilty” they find. 

 Hail then, great martyr, hail, In death
thou did prevail Winning renown! Blow

the full trumpets, blow, Wider the
portals throw, Martyr triumphant go

Where waits your crown.

Hymn to
St. Oliver
Plunkett 
Shortened version
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Crossword
Can you answer these questions?
hint: all the answers are within this booklet!

Down:

1.In which month was St Oliver born?
3.What did St Oliver work as in Santo Spirito Hospital?
4. What did St Oliver always wish to become?
5.in which city did St Oliver go to college?

Across:

2. What is St Oliver the Patron Saint of?
6.Where did they set sail from to start their journey to Rome?
7. Where did St Oliver open his first school?
8.In which country was St Oliver born?



1.What was St. Oliver Plunkett's main role in the
Catholic Church?

A. Archbishop
B. Priest
C. Cardinal
D. Nun

2.In which century did St. Oliver Plunkett live?

A. 16th
B. 17th
C. 18th
D. 19th

3.Why was St. Oliver Plunkett imprisoned and eventually
executed?

A. For being involved in political uprising
B. For refusing to stop preaching the faith
C. For committing a crime 
D. For his support of the Irish Volunteers

4.Where is St. Oliver Plunkett shrine ?

A. Dublin
B. London
C. Rome
D. Drogheda 

5.What did st Oliver study in university?

a. english
b. law
c. maths
d. history

quiz



Answer sheet

1. Archbishop
2. 17th
3. For refusing to stop preaching the faith
4. Drogheda
5. Law

Quiz

Crossword

Down:

1.In which month was St Oliver born?
3.What did St Oliver work as in Santo
Spirito Hospital?
4. What did St Oliver always wish to
become?
5.in which city did St Oliver go to
college?

Across:

2. What is St Oliver the Patron Saint
of?
6.Where did they set sail from to
start their journey to Rome?
7. Where did St Oliver open his first
school?
8.In which country was St Oliver
born?



Many thanks to the following websites for use
of images and information throughout this

booklet.

Images:
St Oliver Plunkett: Page 1: Archdiocese of Armagh

St Oliver Plunkett Stained Glass: Page 2 & 9: Flickr.com
St Peter’s Church: Page 7: Wikipedia.com

Information/ Prayer/ Hymn:
saintoliverplunkett.com/literature.html

More resources:
saintoliverplunkett.com

 Youtube: STOLIVERPLUNKETTVIDS
 There are four videos on St Oliver.

*Early life in Ireland
*Rome

*Return to Ireland
*Trial

Compiled by 
St Oliver’s National School,

Drogheda,
Co.Louth
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